
Changing times require creative 
approaches

Historically, strong economic growth has been linked with the expansion of urban areas and changes 
in land use. But rapid urbanization has raised concerns about sustainability and environmental 
protection. As local governments seek to balance economic growth with protection and 
enhancement of natural resources, management of land use and development has become a high 
priority for policy makers and regulators. Is there a comprehensive solution to coordinating social 
and economic development with environmental protection, and are the current methods of resolution 
working?
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Smart growth:
Savings in 
infrastructure

“Congestion will cost 
the Portland area 
$844 million in 2025 
due to increased 
freight costs, lower 
worker productivity, 
due to increases in 
travel time.”1

“Portland’s shorter commutes 
save the region’s residents 
$2.6 billion per year, $800 
million of which would 
otherwise leave the state.”2

“Smart growth would 
save as much as $250 
billion in public and 
private costs over the 
next 25 years.”3

“Smart growth patterns 
would cut the annual 
cost of services by 19% 
and save roughly $136 
per capita per year.”4



“Per capita fuel use in 
Portland/Multnomah County 
dropped 9% since 1990.”1

“A 2000 study found that compact 
development in New Jersey would 
produce 40 percent less water 
pollution than more dispersed 
development patterns.”3

“A 2005 Seattle study found that residents of neighborhoods 
where land uses were mixed and streets are better connected, 
making non-auto travel easier and more convenient, traveled 26 
percent fewer vehicle miles than residents of neighborhoods that
were more dispersed and less connected.”6

“In 2005, daily vehicle miles 
traveled/capita in the Portland-
Vancouver region was 20.3, 
while the national average was 
23.8. This reduces CO2 by 1.1 
million tons each year.”2

“A doubling of 
density results in a 
25-30 percent 
reduction in vehicle 
miles traveled 
(VMT).”5

Smart growth and the environment…

In Multnomah County, total 
CO2 emissions have 
decreased by 12.5% since 
1990 and have remained at 
those levels. Whereas, total 
emissions in the US have 
increased by 16%.4



Outcomes Based Approach
Defining a a successful region

• People live and work in vibrant communities 
where they can choose to walk for pleasure and to 
meet their everyday needs.

• Current and future residents benefit from the 
region's sustained economic competitiveness and 
prosperity.

• People have safe and reliable transportation 
choices that enhance their quality of life.

• The region is a leader in minimizing contributions 
to climate change.

• Current and future generations enjoy clean air, 
clean water and healthy ecosystems.

• The benefits and burdens of growth and change 
are distributed equitably.



Balancing the Relationship Between Development and 

Environmental Protection

Historically, strong economic growth has been linked with the expansion of urban areas 
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??????????????????????????????

• Yes
• No
• Maybe
• None of the Above
• All of the Above



Community Investment Strategy

• Invest in safe, livable communities
• Promote economic development and good 

jobs
• Protect our natural areas
• Reduce inefficiency, foster innovation and 

demand accountability



Exceptions

State law governs expansion of the 
urban growth boundary



What are urban and rural reserves?



The cost of doing nothing

• more than 11,000 acres of rural farms, forests and natural areas could 
be converted to urban uses

• residents of the region could be paying almost 50 percent of their 
income on housing and transportation

• opportunities to conserve a connected system of natural areas and 
recreation opportunities for people to enjoy with their families will be 
lost

• greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles traveling in our region could 
increase by 49 percent

• the region's roadways could be 106 percent more congested during the 
evening commute

• the cost of delay for moving freight on the region's roadways during 
the peak shipping period could increase by 582 percent.



• The Existing Region: How do we continue to 
create great communities within the urban 
growth boundary?

• The Growing Region: How do we create great 
communities as we bring new land into the 
urban growth boundary?

• The Greater Region: When urban expansion is 
needed, how do we proceed in a thoughtful way 
that balances agriculture and urban needs and 
respects the concerns of neighboring 
communities?





















For further information:

Steve Pfeiffer

503-727-2000

spfeiffer@perkinscoie.com

Rod Park

503-663-3715

Rod_Parknursery@msn.com

Rick Saito

503-778-0228

rs-insite@comcast.net
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