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OAPABA Announces Keynote Speakers for the NAPABA Western Regional Conference in Portland (June 3-5, 2011)
The Oregon Asian Pacific American Bar Association (OAPABA) announced today that Rich Cho (General Manager of the Portland Trail Blazers), John Chiang (California State Controller), and Carol Lam (former U.S. Attorney for the Southern District of California and now Deputy General Counsel at Qualcomm) will keynote the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association (NAPABA) Western Regional Conference from June 3-5 in Portland, Oregon.  The Conference will also feature a Judges' Reception to celebrate the recent appointment of the Honorable Lynn Nakamoto to the Oregon Court of Appeals.  Judge Nakamoto is the first Asian Pacific American (APA) to be appointed to an appellate level state or federal court in Oregon.
The Western Regional Conference will provide networking and continuing legal education (CLE) classes addressing issues and practice areas of interest to APA judges, attorneys and law students from California, Nevada, Oregon, Washington and Hawaii.   
"Oregon is a trailblazer in areas such as renewable energy, land use planning, and counterterrorism," said David Wang, OAPABA President.  "Our CLEs and other Conference offerings are designed to highlight these timely topics. We hope that APA and other attorneys will take advantage of the weekend to hear from leading players in these areas of law, and also to build and strengthen working relationships with colleagues throughout the Western Region."

In addition to the judges’ reception, the conference will feature nine CLE sessions, and OAPABA's first annual gala dinner. The CLE classes will cover diverse topics such as land use planning, domestic counterterrorism, renewable energy projects, employment law, APA legal history, and jury bias. Additional information, including registration, Conference schedule, and CLE descriptions, can be found at http://oapaba.org/napaba-western-regional-conference-building-bridges/.
Founded in 2009, OAPABA is the Oregon chapter of the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association, which represents the interests of over 40,000 Asian Pacific American attorneys, judges, law professors and law students across the country.  As a representative and advocate for the interests of Asian Pacific Americans in the legal profession and in the community, OAPABA provides a forum for expressing opinions on matters of concern to Asian Pacific American attorneys in Oregon.  OAPABA is dedicated to promoting diversity within the federal and state judiciaries.

Sponsors of the Western Regional Conference are:  Perkins Coie, LLP; Markowitz, Herbold, Glade, and Mehlhaf, P.C.; Troutman Sanders LLP; Folawn Alterman & Richardson, LLP; Davis Wright Tremaine LLP; 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.tonkon.com/" \t "_blank" Tonkon Torp LLP; McEwen Gisvold LLP; Schwabe Williamson & Wyatt, PC; Bonneville Power Administration; Streamline Imaging; Encore Discovery Solutions; Winthrop & Weinstine; Farleigh Wada Witt; Blakely Sokoloff Taylor & Zafman, LLP; 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.synergy-legal.com/" \t "_blank" Synergy Legal; Ball Janik LLP; Cooley, LLP; 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.klgates.com/Home.aspx" \t "_blank" K&L Gates, LLP; Littler Mendelson, P.C.; Miller Nash, LLP; 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.reedsmith.com/" \t "_blank" Reed Smith, LLP; Tsongas Litigation Consulting; Lewis & Clark Law School; University of Oregon School of Law; Willamette University College of Law; 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.etfillewines.com/" \o "Et Fille Wines" Et Fille Wines; Port of Portland; and Metro
##########

